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PSYCHOLOGICAL MEASUREMENT OF CONSTRUCTS

Yoshiyuki WATANABE*

Abstract

A basic procedure of psychological measurements consists of 1) reducing

a theoretical constructs into observable behavioral indices, 2) making scales to

measure these indices, 3) scoring indices by the scales,and 4) regarding the sum of

these scores as a measured score of the construct. These processes change an

original theoretical constructs into a disposition—concept, which is totally reducible

into observed events and susceptible to given situational factors. This is the reason

why the correspondences between constructs and measured scores tend to be

lowered,and the validity of measurements is uncertain. Some methodological issues

in validation of measurements are also discussed.
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